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Developing leadership for
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“Development that
meets the needs of
the present without
compromising the
ability of future
generations to meet
their own needs”

Inter-generational justice as a core
focus of sustainable development

Paul Hawken
Blessed Unrest

(2007) 

"Ensuring the future
of life on earth is an
infinite game, the
endless expression
of generosity on
behalf of all.” 

United Nations
(1987)





Maybe the kind of leadership needed
for sustainable futures can come

from anyone, anywhere?

Maybe it has more to do with
knowledge than we realise? 



Out of Doors life
FOR children?
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Katharine Hayhoe



The fact that the number one predictor
of whether we agree that climate is
changing, humans are responsible and
the impacts are increasingly serious
and even dangerous, has nothing to do
with how much we know about science
or even how smart we are but simply
where we fall on the political spectrum.

-Katharine Hayhoe
Evangelical Christian & Climate Scientist



Current and future generations will experience a different world
- the extent depends on choices now and in the near-term
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"Just because something is
socially interpreted does not
mean it is unreal. Pollution

does cause illness, species do
become extinct, ecosystems

cannot absorb stress
indefinitely, tropical forests are

disappearing” 

John Dryzek, 2005, p 12



The lesson for us at the moment is that the
great thoughts, great events, great
considerations, which form the background
of our national thought, shall be the
content of the education we pass on.

The Background of our National Thought

Charlotte Mason, Towards a Philosophy of Education p 5



Amy Fisher: Contesting discourses (Montessori)
—'adoption of these ideas would be disastrous' 
SoW Panel: Higher criticism enables us to present a
deeper understanding of knowledge under study
Bobby: Creating an environment-an atmosphere—that
allows difficult questions, even about science 
Amber: 'Living sanely' requires global knowledge such
that the differences of lives come under view

The Background of our Conference Thought



The choices adults make to
engage or not engage have
life-long implications for
children - Mason’s analysis of
Salvation Army founder
William Booth’s, In Darkest
England and the Way Out
(1890) 

The attitude of parents towards social questions



"‘what the children hear said to-day at the table and by the fireside about all such
philanthropic efforts will probably influence for their lives their attitude towards all
philanthropic and all missionary endeavour. Not only so, but we ourselves, who
stand in some measure in loco parentis to the distressed in mind, body, or estate,
are compelled to examine our own position. How far do we give, and work, for the
ease of our own conscience, and how far do we believe in the possibility of the
instant and utter restoration of the morally degraded, questions which, to-day,
force themselves upon us. We must be ready with a yea or a nay; we must take
sides, for or against such possibilities as should exalt philanthropic effort into a
burning passion. The fact is, that great scheme forced a sort of moral crisis
upon us whose effects are continually in evidence.

The attitude of parents towards social questions

Charlotte Mason, Parents and Children p 150-151



Implications
for
pedagogy
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 It was quite a few years before I was willing to dip my toe in this and recommend
resources because I didn’t want to get called out in public, I didn’t want to get jumped
on with both feet. It took a certain stability in the business, a certain stability in my
professional life to be willing to dare that.

So there was a certain dampening over anyone developing homeschool science
curricula that weren’t literal seven day young earth and it is only recently that I am
starting to see curricula that dare to do this and I think we still have a long way to go
because of that—it was effectively a boycott and it really effected the resources that
are out there.
...

There is an increasing polarization in the homeschool world between people who want
to teach science one way and people who just want to teach science.

And I think those two poles are going to grow further and further apart.



I've watched the entrenchment on both sides within my own family, the
severe reactions and the taunting in our society. THIS is why I think a
Charlotte Mason education is critical. It may be the only educational

model left that teaches the children to think outside of the boxes of our
culture. CM said it was their duty to form opinions, but she also gave

them the material on which to learn to THINK. That same material also
fosters creativity and imagination, likely needed to solve our problems.
And we all love to quote her to say, "The question is not,––how much
does the youth know? when he has finished his education––but how
much does he care? and about how many orders of things does he

care? In fact, how large is the room in which he finds his feet set? and,
therefore, how full is the life he has before him?" (3/170) but most

people don't even know that's a quote about their science education.
Caring is vital or nothing will be done. 

Caring is vital or nothing
will be done



In this study guide, students will
learn what the Bible teaches about
the natural world and its purpose
from Genesis through Revelation.

Then they will consider the
environmental challenges facing

their local area and those affecting
the planet. Finally, they will explore

the unique responsibility of
Christians to care for creation

compared with other approaches
to ‘environmental’ issues.

CM Curricular Resources:
Sabbath Mood Homeschool

our efforts to help
the situation do

not have to align
with political

efforts







The whole of the curriculum can
express the human-environment

interconnections



The 17
Sustainable
Development
Goals







Implications for practice
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A genuinely liberal education will produce whole
persons with intellectual breadth, able to think at right

angles  to their major field. Practical persons able to  act
competently; and persons of deep commitment, willing

to roll up their sleeves and join the struggle to build a
humane and sustainable world.

They will not be merely well-read. Rather, they will be
ecologically literate citizens able to distinguish health

from its opposite and to live accordingly. Above all, they
will make themselves relevant to the crisis of our age,
which in its various manifestations is about the care,

nurturing, and enhancement of life. And life is the only
defensible foundation for a liberal education.



Is this a
supply
chain?
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Or is this a
supply
chain?
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I say nothing now about the teaching of science, for which
most schools provide, except that for our generation,
science seems to me to be the way of intellectual
advance. All the same, the necessity incumbent upon us
at the moment is to inculcate a knowledge of Letters. Men
and their motives, the historical sequence of events,
principles for the conduct of life, in fact, practical
philosophy, is what the emergencies of the times require
us to possess, and to be able to communicate. 

What do the emergencies of the times require?



These things are not to be arrived at by any short cut of
economics, eugenics, and the like, but are the gathered
harvests of many seasons' sowing of poetry, literature,
history. The nation is in sore need of wise men, and these
must be made out of educated boys. (Vol 6 p 313)
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What do the emergencies of the times require?



the Earth has changed.



and so must we...


